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U.S. Department of Justice 

Jeffrey A. Taylor 
United States Attorney 

District of Columbia 



Judiciary Center 
555 Fourth St., N. W. 
Washington, B.C. 20530 



FILED 

AUG 3 1 2007 



NANCY MAYER WHITTINGT0N, CLERK 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT 



August 23, 2007 



By Hand 

Edward C. Sussman, Esq. 

601 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 900- South Building 

Washington, D.C. 20004 
Tel: 202-737-7110 

Re: nnHt-.H States v Les] P v Merise, Cr . 06-042 (01) (JDB) 

Dear Mr. Sussman: 

This letter sets forth the plea agreement this Office is 
willing to enter into with your client, Lesley Merise. The offer 
expired on and must entered in court on or before Monday, 
September 10, 2007. If your client accepts the terms and 
conditions of this offer, please have your client execute this 
document in the space provided below and return it ^ me Upon 
our receipt of the executed document, this letter will become the 
plea agreement. The terms of the agreement are as follows: 

(f) Charges. Your client agrees to admit guilt and enter a 
plea^of guilty to Count One of the Indictment in this case in 
which your client is charged with Hostage Taking, m violation of 
Title 18, United States Code, Section 1203. 

It is understood that the guilty 'plea will be based on a 
factual admission of guilt to the offenses charged and will be 
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entered in accordance with Rule 11 of ^Federal Rules o£ 
pr-iminal Procedure. You client agrees that the attacnea 
%IT,1 nt r °of the Offenses," -«™ ^^and Invol— In 
^offense^which he iTpleadS g ull J Vour clien, : accepts 
the factual proffer and --pts responsrbr Irty or the conduct ^ 

SfSrin, ^r" Snt^ll'adopfanTsisn the State m ent of 
tne Offenses as a written proffer of evidence by the Unrted 



States. 



& rntrTnt^i r°" alHea - assessments, anrl restitution. Your 
clienTunaSsSS that pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, 

the Coiirt to determine whether your client has the present 
abinS to pay any fine. In addition, your client agrees to pay 
a special assessment of $100 to the Clerk of the Court US. 
DisSidt Courthouse, prior to the date of sentencing Your 
client If urther understands that, pursuant to Section 5E1. 2 of the 
5n tedlstates Sentencing sidelines ("Sentencing Guideline^)- 
the Court may also impose a fine sufficient to pay the federal 
government the costs of any imprisonment. 

ff) n^nt-.ion P er^™ ..entencing. Your client agrees not to 
object to the government's recommendation to the Court at the 
time of the plea of guilty in this case that, pursuant to 18 
u's C ?! § 314?; your client be detained without bond pending your 
client *s sentencing in this case. 

ff) waiver of constitution al and statutory rights. Your 
clien^understands that by pleading guilty in this case, your 
client agrees to waive certain rights afforded by the 
Constitution of the United States and/or Joy statute < -eluding: 
the right to plead not guilty; and the right to a jury trial At 

ury trial, your client would have the right to be represented 
by counsel, o confront and cross-examine witnesses against your 
client to compel witnesses to appear to testify and present 

r^idence'on your client's behalf and to ch oosewh ether to 
testify If your client chose not to testify at a jury trial, 
your client would have the right to have the jury instructed that 
y?ur client's failure to testify could not be held against your 
cliend Your client would further have the right to have the 
jury instructed that your client is presumed -^ent until 
proven guilty, and that the burden would be on the United States 
?o orove your client's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. If your 
c?ien? were found guilty after a trial, your client would have 
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the right to appeal the conviction. 

Your client understands that the Fifth Amendment to the 

use or sen ± auilty, your client knowingly and 

By entering this plea or guiiuy, yu an .,.., qpl f. 
voluntarily waives or gives up this right against self 
incrimination. 

. : sentencin g Guidelines . Your client understands that the 
- L C S e will be determined by the Court, pursuant 
sentence in this case will be including a 



Pursuant to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11(c) (1) (B), and 
to assist the Court in determining the appropriate sentence, the 
parses stipulate to the Guidelines calculation set out m 
Attachment B hereto. 

Your client agrees that the United States can demonstrate by 

Tplea ofguilty, assuming your client clearly demonstrates 
acceptance of responsibility, to the satisfaction of the 

Sent, through your client's allocution and subsequent 
conduct prior to the imposition of sentence, the Government 

U a 2-level reduction would be appropriate, pursuant to 
U s S G i 3E1 1(a). Furthermore, assuming your client has 
acceptjd responsibility as described in the previous sentence 
^Government agrees that an ^^^1^^^^^ 
^^^J^^^"^^ tim;iy notice of 
your client's intention to enter a plea of guilty thereby 
permitting the Government to avoid preparing for trial and 
permitting the Court to allocate its resources efficiently thus 
hP would receive a total downward adjustment of 3 levels for 
acceptance of responsibility, thus bringing his adjusted offense 
levef down to 38. Assuming a criminal history category of I the 
resulting Guidelines range is 235-293 months. 



The government does not yet have any information on your 
<s criminal history, which may ultimately affect your 
client's Guidelines range. / U 



i 

client 
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x.-u *. jf ,,-iii nnf seek any increases in 
STe^r^f oifense evel'ther'than Those which are 

SLS 1 £%£ fin ai sr jsr^s^sssrs- *- 

further agrees that it will not P Sentencing 

otherwise applicable range es ^bl?-shea ny downward 

Guidelines. ^^f reea £f ^ise applicable range 
deoarture or any decreases num >-' _ 
established by the Sentencing Guidelines. 

your client fully and completely understands that thejinal 

det ?rtb a this case :ili e be n fade soSy b^the Court and that the 
Sove Calculations or recommendations are not binding upon the 

C °T ? r rthat'the^faUurfof nrco" t C or ^Pronation Office 
"fdet rmine^e guided range in accordance with the above 

because of the harshness of ^sentence and that a mo tion to 
wi^thf ^iL-nXattasL^ay^reated by the United 

States as a breach of this plea agreement. 

„ „ ;'?'?„s",f,s ii.-sr.ss- s a :£.s;;,]:sssi"' 
•feu: :ssr,s/.sj»!£i r : s;-.. 

of the: sentence to be ^"^^^ JL right to appeal his 
Court. Knowing that, your client wai ^ d rsuant to 18 

,Tfc nF I 3 7 4?%xceprto\he 1 extent W tnat e thrcourt P sentences the 

aeiendantTo 2 ; Period of imprisonment longer than the statu ory 

Stance harnot S yet been SSS^ ^^.,,,--^ 

^imat-yimpLi? •rr^^T^-S,^:- 

"changed ST^-^^^SSj ^.^-^ 

aareement. Further, the defendant reserves nis rig 

ff^aS ^ntTun^ilaSr-f=o n ^comes^to 

him. 

i interpreter. Your client agrees that if an interpreter 
• f,n^i S t vour client in translating this plea 
agreementtnto ^client ■ s native language, then your client 
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*- + n or n S C § 1827, "The 
agrees to request the Court ^£*£> 28^- Qf & q d 

Court Interpreter's Act' % to secu « verba il y translate 

or qualified interpreter at Court expen client , B na tive 

heplea agreement for your cl xent "to yo ^ ^ plea 

language. Your clien ^ *f e ^ ^ client ' s native language, 
document to be re -written into your 

voi it client understands that 
7 . Reserv^tio JL of_allp^ S . Your f^ locutio n tor 
the United States reserves its full r g ^.^ states 

purposes of sentencing ^ this matt ^ ^ , n writing , 

reserves the right to de ^^ ^liy^ seriousness of your 
to the sentencing judge the nature an described in the 

client is misconduct, -eluding ^°^ C ^ llty . The United 
charge | to which your client is g e ^ ^^ presentence report 

-Srl^thfco-t I tSh^^-^^- -- 
r^-rrnorprovidedlor-rthis plea agreement. 

( |o your client also S^^^c^^^Str^PO-t- 

retains its full right of ^locution and/or any 

sentence motion wh ich may ^ filed £ The United states 
proceeding (s) before the Bureau o£ * fchis case . In 
reserves the right to appeal the senten ^^ ^ agreed 

addition, if in thxs P le ^^ r ^^ ding to the Court a 

to recommend °^ refrain from recomen g ^ united Sfcates 

particular resolution °f. f^^cution In any post-sentence 
reserves its right f f ^^^ ^end the Court's ultimate 
litigation or appeal xn order 
decision on such issues. 

(b) your client ^^^^1^ 
Rule of Criminal ^ocedure 11 (e) (6^ a n of statements 

410, rules which ord ^arxly Ixmxt the d . gcussions lea 
made by a defendant xn the °°^ s * ater P withdra wn. Your clxent 
proceedings if a 9uilty plea is wh±ch arige under 

knowingly and voluntarxly ^^ ^ J clie nt understands 
these rules. As a result of thiMai . y ^ course Qf 

is subsequently withdrawn. 

(c) An y ProBecutiona of Your client ^ti^-barre^the 
applicable statute of \^f^ nced again st your client m 
S^/rce a9 wir h T h t i3 m pLa^aprSo t w lt S hSt an d in g thB ~ g o* 



In 
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the statujte of limitations before the commencement of such 
prosecutions. Your client knowingly and voluntarily agrees to 
waive any and all defenses based on the statute of limitations 
for any prosecutions commenced pursuant to the provisions of this 
paragraph. 

(d) Your client understands and agrees that the United 
States shall only be required to prove a breach of this plea 
agreement by a preponderance of the evidence. Your client 
further understands and agrees that the United States need only 
prove a violation of federal, state, or local criminal law by 
probable pause in order to establish a breach of this plea 
agreement L 

(e) Nothing in this agreement shall be construed to permit 
your client to commit perjury, to make false statements or 
declarations, to obstruct justice, or to protect your client from 
prosecution for any crimes not included within this agreement or 
committed: by your client after the execution of this agreement. 
Your client understands and agrees that the United States 
reserves the right to prosecute him/her for any such offenses. 
Your client further understands that any perjury, false 
statements or declarations, or obstruction of justice relating to 
your client's obligations under this agreement shall constitute a 
breach of \ this agreement. However, in the event of such a 
breach, your client will not be allowed to withdraw this guilty 
plea. i ••«•.. 

10. I Prosecution by other agencies/jurisdictions . This 
agreement ! only binds the United States Attorney's Office for the 
District of Columbia. It does not bind any other United States 
Attorney's Office or any other office or agency of the United 
States government, including, but not limited to: the Tax 
Division of the United States Department of Justice; the Internal 
Revenue Service of the United States Department of the Treasury; 
the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement of the 
Department of Homeland Security; or any state or local 
prosecutor. These individuals, and agencies remain free to 
prosecute your client for any offense (s) committed within their 
respective jurisdictions. 

11, | No other agreements . No other agreements, promises, 
understandings, or representations have been made by the parties 
other than those contained in writing herein, nor will any such 
agreement*, promises, understandings, or representations be made 
unless committed to writing and signed by your client, your 
client's counsel, and an Assistant United States Attorney for the 
District of Columbia, or made by the parties on the record before 
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the Court , 

j 

If y6ur client agrees to the conditions set forth in this 
letter, both your client and you should sign the original in the 
spaces provided below, initial every page of this agreement and 
of the attachments, and return the executed plea agreement to me 
The original of this plea agreement will be filed with the Court. 

j Sincerely, 



J##FREY A. TAYLOR 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 





>*<«-Z^Z- 



JEANNE M. HAUCH 

stant United States Attorney 
:ional Security Section 
555 Fourth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
(202) 514-5776 
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I haye had read to me this plea agreement and carefully 
reviewed fvery part of it with my attorney. I fully understand 
this Agreement and agree to it without reservation. I do this 
voluntarily and of my own free will, intending to be legally 
bound. Nc» threats have been made to me nor am I under the 
influence of anything that could impede my ability to understand 
this Agreement fully. I am pleading guilty because I am in fact 



guilty of 



the offense (s) identified in this Agreement. 



I rea 
underst 
connection 
forth in 
services 
Agreement 



ffirm that absolutely no promises, agreements, 
- s, or conditions have been made or entered' into in 
with my decision to plead guilty except those set 
is Plea Agreement. I am satisfied with the legal 
provided by my attorney in connection with this Plea 
and matters related to it. 



ancmgi: 



th: 



Date 




Lesley Merise, Defendant 



I have read each of the pages constituting this Plea 
Agreement, j reviewed them with my client, and discussed the 
provisions of the Agreement with my client, fully. These pages 
accurately and completely sets forth the entire Plea Agreement. 
I concur i:i my client's desire to plead guilty as set forth in 
this Agreement. 



Date 




ct SU 



Edward Sussman, Esq. 
Counsel for Defendant 
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